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Chinese Lunar New Year is one of the most celebrated events at TSIS,
involving an exhilarating festival of Chinese culture. This celebration,
also known as the ‘Spring Festival, marks the first day of the New
Year in the Chinese calendar. Our students annually prepare several
performances, including dances, songs, plays and poems that colour
the féte.

Each lunar year celebrates an adored animal in the Chinese zodiac, and
according to Chinese traditions, this year’s clever monkey symbolises
good luck and fortune. This year our students and teachers put on an
incredible show surrounded by the Chinese lanterns and other festival
decorations which adorned the venue, the new Srinakarin Grand Hall.

Our guest of honour was Professor Han Xi, Director of the Confucius
Institute at Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok, who was blown away
by the breadth of Chinese culture that had been incorporated into the
show, especially for a school outside of China!

On the day of the show, everyone, including guests, wore Chinese-
style clothes that added to the celebratory mood of the event. The
students with their varied costumes waited patiently for their turn in
the programme. Younger students wore animal-inspired outfits while
the older ones looked pretty and distinguished with their modern
cheongsam or traditional gipao. The excitement and applause rang
throughout the show as teachers and parents looked on proudly as
their little ones stomped their feet, waved their hands, and sang and

...read more on page 2
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Transforming Learning
for the 21* Century

In our commitment to continued
professional development, on
Satarday 12* March, all our TSIS
teachers took part in a training day
led by Mr. Gan Chin Huat. Mr. Gan
has had a long and distinguished
career as Director and Principal of
international education institutes and
teacher training colleges. The focus
of the workshop was ‘Transforming
Learning for the 21* Century’.

Our students are growing up in a
time of rapid changes and perpetual
stimuli. As educators, we must
constantly assess what skills our
students need in order to survive
and thrive in this globalised world.
Mr. Gan discussed the theories and
findings of several leaders in the
field of education and highlighted
the shift in importance from what
we know, to how we apply what we
know. This attests to the need for

schools to cultivate pupils’ critical
thinking, creativity, communication
and collaboration skills.

During the workshop, teachers learnt
and participated in various learning
structures that could be utilised in any
subject to facilitate the development
of students’ aptitude in these crucial
skills areas. It was an invaluable
experience that further solidified our
dedication to preparing our young

people for life, work and citizenship

in the 21* century.

By Melissa Rielly

Robotics ECA

Students spend their Monday
afternoon learning about basic
robot building instructions during
the ECA time.
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Music Recital Impresses

On 18 March 2016, we held our
Term 2 music recital at the Srinakarin
Grand Hall. The music recital once
again featured our kindergarten
and primary pupils who took ECA in
singing, keyboard and ukulele this
term.
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-

It was another exciting activit'y'!,{
that our music teachers — Teacher. “—"
Giovanni, Teacher Hannah and
Teacher Vérgie — organised for the

& benefit of our pupils and parents.
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The audience was entertained with...
a variety of songs and musical pieces
played on the keyboard and ukulele.
It was delightful
to see the musical
development  the
children had made,
especially knowing
that some of them
have only been
learning for about
three months.

+ Without a doubt, performing at a , =~

recital is a brilliant opportunity for
children who participate in voice and
instrumental lessons to show what
hard work and perseverance can
result in. -
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The Manager’s

Report

Dear Parents,

The past few months have been
quite exciting for all of us with the
completion of the rainbow-inspired
Srinakarin Grand Hall. Besides its
colourful aspect, the decorative trees,
shrubs and fishpond outside add a
fresh and natural atmosphere to the
building. The newly-furbished hall
has a seating capacity for 900 people
and has already proved to be the
perfect venue for our Chinese New
Year show, Teachers’ Day, Sports Day,
ECA classes, and training sessions.

The hall is equipped with state-of-the-
art light and sound systems, as well
as a 200-inch projector screen. There
are three LED TV screens installed
and strategically positioned to ensure
audience satisfaction during school
programmes and mini-concerts. The
3.5 million baht facility will also be
used for the upcoming Recognition
Ceremony this July 2016.
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Further progress that | want to share
with you is the nearly-constructed
Victory Building which will house the
Science laboratories, swimming pool,
gymnasium, classrooms and cafeteria.
The first batch of Secondary students
and Primary 5 and 6 students will
occupy this building with effect from
Term 1 of academic year 2016-2017.

As the school has been approved to
use the Cambridge Curriculum, the
design of the four Science laboratories
for Biology, Chemistry, Physics and
General Science are patterned after
the specification of the Cambridge
Science Curriculum. Equipment and
supplies will be provided by Design
Alternative, a well-known supplier for
international companies and schools
in Asia. These are all in preparation
for the International General
Certificate of Secondary Education
(IGCSE) examination our students will
be taking in the near future.

-
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Finally, with the ongoing expansion of
ourschool, lassure youthatthe school
board, management, teachers, and
staff are committed to providing your
children with a learning environment
that meets the high standards of the
international school community.

Thank you for your continued support
throughout the years.

Yours sincerely,

Wanchai Karuensatit

Managing Director




This term for Parents’ Corner, our Junior Student Council members intétMigwed their parents to find out how school
has changed since they were young, and to gain some worldly wisdom. Here is a selection of their parents’

responses.

How do you think schools have changed since you

were a primary school student?

» Schools are more IT savvy now. Also, children
learn more about world affairs and have more
exposure to different cultures.

» When | was in primary school there were only
a few foreign teachers, but nowadays there
are a lot more.

» Parents have more choice about which school
to send their child to now. Also, there’s more
technology to help children study.

What is your favourite place in Thailand, and why?
“Hua Hin because it is quiet, calm and serene.”

“My favourite place is my home sweet home where |
have precious times with my lovely family.”

“Chiang Mai is one of my favourite places because |
love the beauty of nature.”

“Khao-Yai because it has good weather and is far from

pollution.”

What is the most important lesson you have learnt in
your life?

= To be true and loyal to everyone.

= To be grateful and to value whatever you
have.

= The most important lesson | have learnt is to
keep learning endlessly.

= Every problem has a solution.

* Do your best and be honest.

*  You can do or be anything with hard work!

= People deserve a second chance.

= Never give up and be responsible.

What was your favourite subject at school, and why?

“Science because it gives students the opportunity to
explore, analyse and find solutions to different
situations.”

“My all-time favourite subject at school was
Mathematics because | love playing with numbers.”

“Art class because it doesn’t need any rules and it’s a
good way to develop a person’s attitude.”

“My favourite subject was English because | loved to
watch Hollywood movies and | wanted to know what
the characters were saying.”

If you could change one thing about the world, what
would it be?

«* If I could change one thing about the world,
I’d have to say it would be global warming.

** 1'"d want the world to have more love and less
violence.

% | wish every human had equal opportunities.

*»» I'd make the world a safer place filled with
love, happiness and peace.

¢ | want every child in the world to have the
same amount of happiness, access to
medicine and no wars.

%+ | would end corruption.

¢ | want the world to have peace.

*» | wantto see people live together with love,
kindness, peace and respect.

% The world is already perfect. We just need to
learn how to live life.

| would stop burning fossil fuels and save the
planet.

% | would make the Earth peaceful with no

selfish people or pollution.
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The TSIS Airways passengers boarded
their flight on Tuesday, 15" March.
They were shown to their seats by the
very attentive and professional flight
crew where they browsed through
their inflight magazine to see what
entertainment was on offer. The pas-
sengers fastened their seat belts, sat
back and relaxed, ready to enjoy their
around the world trip of a lifetime!

Flight K2R departed on time at 9am
and headed west towards its first
destination, South America. Teacher
Evelyn, Teacher Chambee and K2
Respectful enjoyed learning all about
Argentina, a massive South American
nation with terrain encompassing
the Andes Mountains and glacial
lakes. The students learnt about
the country’s famous dance — the
tango - and the passion that South
Americans have for their colourful
festivals. A trip to Argentina wouldn’t
be complete without acknowledging
the worldwide football success the
country has enjoyed over the years.

The onward flight K2G departed
Argentina and headed north to the

United States of America. Teacher
Richelle and Teacher Ann took K2
Gracious on a journey to learn all
about Teacher Richelle’s home
country, which is made up of 50 states
with Alaska in the extreme Northwest
and Hawaii extending the nation’s
presence into the Pacific Ocean.
K2 Gracious enjoyed performing to
global pop hits and hula dancing to
the sounds of Hawaii.

Next stop, Europe! Flight K2CH left the
USA and flew east towards Europe,
heading for its third destination,

Greece. Teacher Loretta, Teacher
Edcel and K2 Cheerful enjoyed going
back in time and learning about
the country that is often called ‘the
birthplace of Western civilisation’.
Athens remains the capital and

still retains ancient landmarks. The
students gained an understanding
of the different clothing worn in
ancient times and where the leading
international sporting event - The
Olympics - was born.

The fourth destination was Egypt, a
Middle Eastern country in northeast
Africa. Flight K2S landed after a
smooth flight and Teacher Marcel,
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Teacher Lois and K2 Sincere had
fun learning all about a beautiful
country dating back to the time of
the pharaohs. They went back in time
to when the colossal pyramids were
built and had fun learning to walk like
Egyptians and camels.

The onward journey took the well-
travelled passengers to India. Flight
K2L flew over the Himalayan peaks
and had a smooth landing in the vast
South Asian country, with a beautiful
coastline and history reaching back
five millennia. Teacher Kaye, Teacher
Glenda and K2 Loving learnt all about
India’s rich heritage and culture,
including Agra’s iconic Taj Mahal
mausoleum, the colourful textile
industry and famous spicy cuisine.

Flight K2C flew their passengers to
their final destination in Eastern Asia,
South Korea. Teacher Lauren, Teacher
Carmie and K2 Caring had lots of
fun learning all about South Korea’s
green, hilly countryside that is dotted
with cherry trees and centuries-old
Buddhist temples. K2 Caring explored
the diverse music Korea has to offer,
from traditional dance to modern pop
and learnt how to dance Gangnam
style!

What a fantastic journey K2 went
on. TSIS Airways truly enjoyed taking
their passengers on this trip and they
are looking forward to their next
adventure.

By Lauren Welbourne




In the new gymnasium there were
a variety of games for students to try
their hands at and test their skills.
However, the main event was outside.
Here everybody got their chance to
display their talents in football and
basketball, and the competition was
fierce! We also had teams battle it
out in the Tug o” War, where strength
and determination are key attributes.
At the end of the day everybody was
presented with ribbons as a token of
their achievements and the winning
team from each year group received
a trophy. For those who didn’t win,
there’s always next year!

The following day, Primary also
began with a parade of team colours
and a special dance performance by
Primary 6. This helped get everybody
geared up for the games and Principal
Low gave some valuable advice about
the meaning of competitiveness and
being a good team player.

TSIS would like to thank Teachers
Matt, Tin and Ake for organising such
a successful event and also thank
you to the parents who came to lend
their support. Finally, congratulations
to all the students who showed great
competitive spirit and sportsmanship.

By John Thomson
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A great sports day was enjoyed by
all on a warm January day this term.
Nursery and Kindergarten enjoyed
their day on Thursday, the 28" and
Primary students competed on

Friday, the 29", -
Our Nursery students enjoyed some

special games in the morning with
their parents invited to join in, and a
fun time was had by all. They all got to
try the Hula Hoop Race, a Straw Relay
and later a Pifiata! The purpose of the
day was for everyone to have a great
time and encourage physical exercise,
so in the spirit of the games everyone
received a ribbon recognising their
efforts.

Kindergarten sports day day kicked
off with a Parade of Colours. Outside
the students raced in both Egg n’
Spoon and Sack Race competitions.
They also showed off their skills with
some Bean Bag Tossing. Inside there
was a variety of fun activities from
Bowling to Tower Building, through
Angry Birds catapult to Ping Pong
Ball Maze. It was a great chance for
everyone to see the new gymnasium
in the Grand Srinakarin Hall.

' 4 THE TERM TIMES
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hursday 21 January 2016, we
were introduced to Thai-Singapore
International School’s superb new
facility — the Srinakarin Grand Hall.
The event was the Wai Kru ceremony,
internationally recognised as
“Teachers’ Day”. Teacher Nathalie
from N1 presented the NK ceremony
and the Primary level celebration was
hosted by Teacher Patrick from P3

Love.

After words

from Principal

some welcoming
Low, management,
administrational staff and teachers
took to the stage to be greeted
by students with flowers and the

traditional bow. Our Nursery and

Kindergarten students beautifully
chanted the ‘Pleng Wan Wai Kru’

then gave flowers to their teachers.

ThePrimaryceremonywasverysimilar
but also involved some individual
performances from students. After
the traditional ritual of the ‘Wai’ to
all the primary teachers, Bua from P4
Faith bravely recited the traditional
‘Pleng Wan Wai Kru’, for the children
with

expertise. All the teachers returned

to repeat, real grace and
to the stage to hear ‘Glowing Inside’,
led beautifully:by Fruity and Tonnam

from P4 Hope. They were trained- by

Teacher Giovanni from the fabulous.a

TSIS music department. Finally, the,

part the teachers love so much came,
the receiving of the flowers! This year

there were more than ever!

On behalf of all the teachers, thank
you so much to all the parents and
students for the beautiful tokens. It is
a day that only Thailand observes in
such a special and unique way. From
the perspective of a foreign teacher
living in Thailand, Wai Kru Day is an
unforgettable experience which we

will cherish in our memories forever.

By.Francois Leopoldi
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A Message

from thePrincipal

2016 is going to be an exciting
year.

We welcome the latest addition
to our growing school facilities;
the newly remodeled multiple-
use hall. It has been tastefully
converted to meet the ever-
increasing demand for space at
TSIS. Gone are the days when
we had to celebrate some school
functions in the open-air in front
of the Amazing Grace Building.
The hall is appropriately named
the ‘Srinakarin Grand Hall’ as it is
situated right beside the road of
the same name.

On 5™ February, we celebrated
Chinese New Year in the Hall. |
am pleased with the effort our
Chinese Language teachers and
students put in to create and
perfect a variety of performances
to celebrate the occasion. | am
sure parents enjoyed watching
the show in such a conducive
environment.

In the future, the hall will be a
venue for ECAs such as, Dance,
Gymnastics and Table Tennis,
amongst others. It will also provide
the ideal setting for holding
assemblies, conducting teacher
training and staff meetings and for
staging performances and other
events.

The Year of the Monkeyon p. 1

danced to the music. There was non-
stop action and the taking of photos
and videos wore on as the happy
audience tried to capture every
moment of the celebration. It was
an exciting beginning to another year
ahead.

By Ves Tayco

At the beginning of Term 2, we
recognized students who excelled
in the Term 1 Final Examinations.
The top 3 achievers from each class
were presented with a certificate
to reward their hard work. We
encourage all our students to
continue to strive to do their best
in their studies.

Also, in Term 2, we have continued
to focus on the values we wish
to instill in the young people
of TSIS. Teacher Dexter has
been conducting the Character
Development  Program  with
every class to give students a
more thorough understanding
of the school values — Respect,
Responsibility, Resilience, Integrity,
Care and Harmony. It is our hope
that students will reflect upon the
values taught and embody them
in their daily behaviour.

From 11%™ — 24% July this year,
our pioneer batch of students
in Primary 6 will be taking the
International  Primary  School
Leaving Examination (iPSLE). This
is a bench-mark examination as
it is authorised by the Singapore
Examinations and Assessment
Board (SEAB) under the Ministry of
Education, Singapore. All question
papers are set and marked by SEAB
and each candidate will receive a
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certificate roughly 4 months after
the examination. It is note-worthy
that the school is sponsoring
all fees related to the IPSLE. In
addition, there will be free tuition
given to the P6 students in EL, CL,
Maths and Science.

Last but not least, |am pleased with
the construction progress of our
new three-level building, where
soon, four Science laboratories, a
canteen, hall, swimming pool and
classrooms will be housed. With
these additions, the school is well-
placed to cater for our first batch
of secondary students and the
expanding primary. The building
is expected to be completed by
August 2016.

Thank you for your continued trust
in us.

Yours in TSIS’ service

et

/""-‘ ~ Py
Eng Kee Low (Mr.)

Principal




